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PREFACE BY THE EDITOR

With the present volume the Greek Society for Music Education inaugurates a new series of musicological editions entitled: "Monographs on Musical Pedagogics". The series aspires to enrich the contemporary Greek and international bibliography with new monographs and discourses from the broad scientific area af Musical Pedagogics. In the volumes of this series PhD dissertations and other monographs of similar scientific status will be published, with the purpose of making them accessible not only to the relatively confined circle of academics but to the broad audience of music educators and music lovers. 

The first volume of the series hosts the multi-faceted research of May Kokkidou on the European Music Curricula. Assuming that the research subject, i.e. the comparative theoretical and practical study of seven european curricula, addresses not only the Greek but also a european-international audience, we opted for a bi-lingual – Greek-English – edition of the text. Both versions are self-contained and independent, but they coexist in the same volume.

FROM THE PREFACE BY LELOUDA STAMOU

A music curriculum, defined either as teaching syllabus, education system, group of concepts, application logic or as scientific treatise, usually reflects a more or less explicit philosophy pertaining to music education, its values and its targets. These multiple aspects are inextricable interacting elements that yield the special physiognomy of each curriculum. A curriculum, with all its included aspects, and according to its definition or viewing angle, to where it springs from and to where it aims at, either nationally/locally or internationally, is a very important research issue, exceptionally broad and sophisticated. The study of music curricula as processes or/and products directly linked to the social, political or cultural environment is an outstanding and demanding task. On the other hand, the comparative study of various national music curricula or music education curricula provides an opportunity to disclose the diversities and similarities or common influences, strengthening the potential of the universal research community for development and progress in music education. As diversity emerges as a prerequisite for the seek of scientific truth, comparative studies gain special importance for the investigation of music education issues and phenomena. The standpoint of comparative analysis in the context of important and complex research issues such as music curricula, may substantially contribute to the comprehension of the multiple images represented in a curriculum, as well as of these images' origins into the social, political and cultural background that created them.

May Kokkidou's monograph deserves to be placed among the cornerstones of Greek bibliography regarding the research on music curricula, because it enriches the Music Education scientific field with the addition of an important comparative study and because it places this important issue in an international and critical framework making an substantial contribution to the research progress.
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